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royalism in the camps of Jales,1 and threatened to become a
second La Vendee It was there that, in July, 1792, the
formidable conspiracy, known as the conspiracy of Saillans,
from the name of the young count who headed it, broke out,
which was suppressed, like the gatherings at Jales, by General
d'Albignac.2 The same feeling appeared in the insurrection
of Charrier in May, 1793, which brought upon the departments
of the former provinces of the Upper Auvergne and the
Vivarais, namely, the Haute-Loire, Cantal, Aveyron, and
Lozere, all the horrors of the Reign of Terror Marc Antoine
Charrier had been elected deputy for the tiers etat of the
bailliage of Mende to the States-General, and throughout the
session of the Constituent Assembly he had differed from
the bulk of the deputies of his estate in espousing the cause
of the privileged classes. He was originally a notary at
Nasbinals, a quaint little town perched up among the hills
which form the border line of the departments of the Lozere
and the Haute-Loire, and the centre of the Auvergne cheese
industry, and it was thither that he returned, after a short
visit to Coblentz in October, 1791, with plans of an elaborate
conspiracy and full powers from the Comte d'Artois. He soon
became all-powerful in his mountainous district, and, under
the pretext of forming a national guard at Nasbinals, he con-
trived to arm and discipline his supporters. He managed to
keep out of danger until April, 1792, when CMteauneuf-
Randon, the ci-devant marquis, and ex-Constituant, and the
future deputy to the Convention, as president of the depart-
ment of the Lozere, ordered his arrest. Charrier made his
escape to the neighbouring department of the Aveyron, and
he set to work in secret to organize a great popular rising; he
travelled in disguise up and down the Gevaudan, now the
departments of the Loz&re and the Aveyron, combining his
plans, and finding associates in every lonely farmhouse where

1  See vol. i. chap. xvi. pp. 493-501.

2  On the conspiracy of Saillans, see Ernest Daudet's Histoire des con-
spimtions royalistes du Midi, pp. 113-217, and Simon Brugal's articles
in the Remie de la Revolution.